Admittance tympanometry in otosclerotic ears.
Twenty-eight surgically confirmed otosclerotic ears were evaluated to determine whether tympanometric admittance measurements could differentiate otosclerosis from a normal population. Subjects were tympanometrically measured at test conditions B220, B660, G220 and G660 Hz. When comparing mean curve peak amplitude to normative standards, 20 ears showed significantly low admittance tympanograms. Further investigation revealed no significant differences in curve width or pressure of the curve peak. Of the remaining eight otosclerotic ears, all produced diphasic "W"-notched tympanometric configurations. Diagnostic implications and physiological hypothesis are discussed.